BY-LAWS OF CENTRAL COAST JUNIOR

HOCKEY ASSOCIATION INC 

1.  MEETINGS

(a)
The General Meetings of the Association shall be held on the third Tuesday of each month, with the exception of December, where no meeting shall be held.  The day and/or date of the General Meeting may be changed if a majority of those eligible to vote at a General Meeting agree.

(b)
The General Meeting shall commence at 7.00pm and conclude at 9.30pm.  An extension of a maximum of thirty minutes of time must be voted upon at the meeting and the decision determined by a majority of those eligible to vote at the meeting.

(c)
Any correspondence to be addressed at the General Meeting must be in the hands of the Secretary of the Association 48 hours prior to the meeting.  Any correspondence handed to the Secretary at the General Meeting will be held over until the next meeting.  Urgent correspondence will be dealt with at the discretion of the President or Vice President who must be notified 24 hours prior to the General Meeting.  

(d)
All correspondence from Clubs must be endorsed by the relevant Affiliated Club and on Club letterhead.

(e)
Any General Business to be raised by Affiliated Clubs must be on Club letterhead and in the hands of the Secretary of the Association 48 hours prior to the General Meeting.

(f)
A delegate from each Affiliated Club as per Section 10 of the Constitution is to attend the General Meetings of the Association.  

(g)
Each Club must be represented at a minimum of nine General Meetings per calendar year

(h)
A fine of $25 will be imposed on Clubs for failure of a Club Delegate to attend two consecutive General Meetings.  A further fine of $75 will be imposed on Clubs for failure of a Club Delegate to attend three consecutive General Meetings and each General Meeting thereafter.

2.  COMPETITION

(a)
Games are to be played under the jurisdiction of Central Coast Junior Hockey Association Inc.

(b)
All games are to be played under and according to the rules of Hockey Australia as adopted by this Association.

(c)
Competitions are to be conducted in age divisions, or as arranged by the Executive Committee.

(d)
Games are to be played on the field and at the times arranged by the Fixtures Convenor.  

(e)
The Executive Committee shall have the authority to alter the time, date or venue of any game or games as may be deemed necessary.

(f)
Games are to commence and finish on the scheduled time.

(g)
Each team shall supply a clean white or orange ball for each competition game.

(h)
No game shall commence without each team having a fully-padded goal keeper on the field.  Fully padded shall be interpreted as helmet, pads, kickers, gloves and chest plate.  A protector and throat protector are recommended.

(i)
All field players must wear a mouthguards and shinpads.

(j)
Matches are to be decided by allotting points as determined by the Executive.  Notification of points system shall be given prior to the season commencing. 


Win 
- 3


Draw 
- 2


Bye
- 1


Loss
- 1


Forfeit
- 0

(k)
The Records Officer of the Association publish keep a table showing the progressive results of the Competition each week, including games results, play across players and a progressive point score.

(l)
Games are to be played unless conditions are deemed to be dangerous by the umpires, in consultation with any member of the Executive present at the game concerned.

(m)
All CCJHA games shall comply with the Hockey NSW Lightning Safety Code. That is “the 30/30 rule which calls for play to be stopped when the lightning/thunder ratio reaches 30 seconds or less, i.e. the time between when the lightning is seen and the thunder is heard is 30 seconds or less….  Play should not commence until 30 minutes after the last lightning strike and thunder.”

(n)
If 80% or more of a game has been played and then stopped because of lightning, dangerous conditions or the field being unplayable, the result of the game at the time of stoppage will stand.  If less than 80% of the game has been played, then the game will be replayed at a time set down by the Fixtures Convenor.

(o)
No game can be deferred unless for representative duties and meets the requirements of By-Law 11(d) and ratified by CCJHA Executives.

(p)
No game can be cancelled unless for reasons covered by By-Law 2(l)(m) 

(q)
All deferred games are to be played at next available timeslot as allocated by Fixtures/Records Officer and ratified by the CCJHA Executives.

(r)
In the Under 11s Competition, one coach is permitted on the field during the game.  During short corners, the coach may stand behind the back line or on the 25 line.  The coach is not permitted in the circle at any time.  While on the field, the coach is not permitted to talk to and/or distract the umpire from their umpiring duties.  Such infringement will result in the coach being confined to coaching from the dugout.  Such action may be enforced by the Umpire, the Umpire’s Convenor and/or a member of the Executive.

(s)
During Under 11s Semi-Finals, Finals and Grand Finals, coaches of teams taking part in such finals are not permitted on the field of play.

(t)
A “round” of matches shall be deemed as Sunday to Saturday.

(u)
Only the Coach, Manager and substitutes for a team may be in the dug-out.

(v)
For games played in the Saturday Competition scores with a difference of 7 or more will not be recorded on the score board but will be recorded correctly on the game’s score card.

3.  REGISTRATIONS

(a)
Every Affiliated Club shall at the January Meeting each year advice the Association in writing the number of teams registered with that Affiliated Club to compete in the Under 17s Competition, or such age group as determined by the Executive.

(b)
Every Affiliated Club shall at the February Meeting each year advice the Association in writing the number of teams registered with that Affiliated Club to compete in the Under 9, Under 11, Under 13 and Under 15 Competitions, or such age groups as determined by the Executive.

(c)
Except with specific approval of the Association, a nomination from an Affiliated Club to participate in any match or competition shall not be accepted if that Affiliated Club has failed to provide notice to the Association as required by By-Laws 3(a) and 3(b) hereof.

(d)
Registration details of a player must be given to the Registrar prior to the player taking the field for the first time.  Failure to do so will mean the team has played an unregistered player.

(e)
Once a player has registered with one CCJHA Affiliated Club and has played five competition matches in an age group for that Club, the player is deemed to be registered with that club and must have a clearance from that club and have it ratified by the CCJHA Executive to change clubs.  No interclub transfers will take place after the 30th June.

(f)
If an Affiliated Club has one team registered in an age group, but no team in an alternative age group that their registered players would be eligible to play in under By-Law 4, consideration may be given by the executive for that player to be registered with a second club.

4.  ELIGIBILITY

(a)
Each player will play in the age group determined by their age as at 1 January of the year then current or a higher age group. No dispensation will be granted to any player to play below their relevant age group except in such cases supported by medical evidence and approved by the Executive. 

(b)
A registered player may only play in two consecutive CCJHA age group competitions in any one season; the season being from 1 January to 31 December of the year then current.  Infringement of this By-Law will result in either the loss of competition points won by the team the player represented, or if no points were won, a fine of not more than $50.00 to the Club the player represented.  

 (c)
A player confirms their nominated age groups once the field is taken, regardless of the age of the player concerned.

(d)
Any player who wishes to play in an age group above their relevant age group must have a parent/caregiver sign a Player Dispensation – Acknowledgement and Consent Form.  Such form can be obtained from the Records Officer of the Association.

(e)
Any player who is deemed by the Executive to be un-financial with the CCJHA due to the non-payment of monies, including Representative costs, without arrangement approved by the Executive, shall no-longer be eligible to play in CCJHA Affiliated games until cleared to play by the Executive. Infringement of this By-Law will result in either the loss of competition points won by the team the player represented, or if no points were won, a fine of not more than $50.00 to the Club the player represented.

(f)
In the event of an “A” and “B” grade competition, no player who is playing for a team in an “A” grade competition may play in a “B” grade competition in any age group except for players covered by By-Law 4(i). 

(g)
Up to five players may be interchanged during a game within the CCJHA competition.

(h)
Where a Club has two teams in the one Division, any player, other than a goalkeeper as outlined in By-Law 4(h), may play across in the alternate team three times.  If the player participates in more than three games for the alternate team, they will be deemed to be part of that team and not entitled to play for their original team. Where a player is playing up from a lower age division and the player participates in more than three games for the higher division team, they will be deemed to be part of that team and may only play across in an alternate team in the higher division three times. No player, other than a goalkeeper as outlined in By-Law 4(h), will play across in the last four weeks of competition prior to the semi-finals or during the finals series.

(i)
Where a goalkeeper plays in one age group only, they may play across in the alternate team as a field player throughout the season, including the finals’ series.  When playing against their own Club, they must play for the original team they were registered in.


(j)
A player may only participate in three CCJHA games in any seven day period from Sunday to Saturday with the exception of deferred games which are exempt from this By-Law. 

(k)
A player is eligible to play in semi-finals, finals and grand-finals if they have played in five competition matches for the relevant team before the finals series.

5.  CLEARANCE

(a)
A player leaving a Club to join another Club prior to and during the season must first obtain a written clearance from the Secretary of the Club they intend to transfer from.  If the transfer is to another Association, the clearance must also be signed by the Secretary of the Association.  In both instances, the Records Officer of the Association must be notified prior to the player taking the field for the new Club.  Failure to do so will mean the team has played a registered player of another Club.

(b)
No Club shall refuse a clearance to a player to play with another Club unless the player is un-financial, holds club equipment or is under suspension.

6.  UNIFORMS

(a)
Each Club shall register its colours and uniforms with the Association, and the Club first registering any colour shall have the exclusive right to use them, subject to the approval of the Association.  

(b)
Any change to a Club’s colours and/or uniform is subject to the approval of the Association prior to the use of any change.

(c)
Each player must play in the registered uniform of their Club.  

(d)
Where two teams from one Club play in the same Division, one team should wear a different, distinctive colour when opposing each other.

(e)
Watches and loose or projecting jewellery are not to be worn on the field of play.

7.  TEAM CARDS

(a)
The team card shall list player’s first name and surname in legible writing prior to taking the field.  Each goal scored shall be recorded against the goal scorer’s name.  At the completion of each match, coaches/managers are to verify that the correct final result has been entered on the cards and that the cards have been signed by the umpires and coaches/managers.

(b)
All card infringements are to be recorded on the team cards by the umpires.

(c)
All injuries must be recorded on the team cards by the coach.

(d)
Players shall only qualify for merit recognition in Best and Fairest awards in one age group per round.

(e)
Goal-keepers are to be recorded as goal-keepers on team card before taking the field.

(f)
Any team card completed, signed and found to have player(s) not listed on the team card, the will be re-classified as a forfeit against the offending team.  As stated in By-Law 7(a) all team cards must be completed prior to taking the field.

8.  FORFEITS

(a)
Forfeit of one goal shall automatically apply to an offending team if that team is five minutes late taking the field.

(b)
Forfeit of a game shall automatically apply to an offending team for any of the following reasons:

(i)
If a team is ten minutes late taking the field;

(ii)
If a team takes the field with less than seven registered players;

(iii)
If a team does not have a fully-padded goal keeper on the field within ten minutes of the starting time for the game;

(iv)
If a team plays an unregistered player;

(v)
If a team plays a registered player of another Club.

(c)
The timing for the forfeit of a goal and/or game shall be determined by the relevant official time clock on the sand or water base turf. On the grass field, the official time is determined by the umpire and/or Umpires Convenor.

(d)
A forfeit shall result in match points and three goals being awarded to the non-offending team.

(e)
Payment of the ground hire fee for both teams shall be paid by the forfeiting team.

9.  PROTESTS AND DISPUTES

(a)
Any protest/complaint shall be lodged in writing to the Secretary of the Association within fourteen (14) days excluding the last two (2) competition rounds and final series following the game in question or within seventy –two (72) hours of the game in question and such protect shall be dealt with by the Executive.

(b)
Appeals against the decision of the Executive must be lodged to the Secretary in writing within seventy-two hours of the decision.  Appeals shall be as Rule 35.15(2) of the Constitution. 

10.  CANTEEN DUTY

(a)
Failure to attend to canteen duty will result in a fine of $50.00 for the 1st offence and $100.00 for subsequent offences. It is the responsibility of each Club to be aware of the canteen roster which is displayed on the website.  Clubs are to meet their canteen commitments as rostered.

11.  REPRESENTATIVE PLAYERS/TEAMS/MANAGERS

(a)
Players who wish to be nominated for selection in CCJHA Representative teams must participate in a minimum of five games in current CCJHA, CCWHA or CCMHA competition matches and have the approval of the Executive of the Association to nominate because there is no CCJHA player available or willing to participate in the team.

(b)
Nominations of players for Representative Talent Camps and Representative Teams (other than CCJHA teams) must be endorsed by the relevant Representative Team Coach, the designated selectors and the Executive of the Association.

(c)
Nominations of Umpires for Representative Talent Camps and Representative Teams must be endorsed by the Umpire’s Convenor and the Executive of the Association.  Reference should be made to the NSW Umpire’s Convenor for previous applications and reports.

(d)
Any team that has three or more players unavailable for a match because of representative commitments, including PSSA, CHA, Girls U/18 representative teams may apply in writing to the CCJHA Secretary seven (7) days prior to the game to have their game deferred.  CCJHA Executive’s to ratify.

(e)
All costs associated with representative teams are to be approved at an Executive Meeting prior to their finalization.

(f)
Each representative team manager is to provide an income and expenditure statement to the Treasurer of the Association within fourteen days of the completion of their team’s representative commitments.  Such statement is to be presented by the Treasurer at the next General Meeting.

(g)
A player must be a financial member of CCJHA in order to play in a CCJHA representative team.

12. REPRESENTATIVE SELECTION

(a) All players wishing to be selected in a CCJHA reperesentative team must attend the relevant selection trials for the team they are wishing to be considered for selection in.

(b) All players and their parent/guardian (U18) must complete a Rep Team Nomination form.

(c) If a player is unable to attend the selection trial then they must contact the secretary or the rep convenor, in writing, prior to the selection date, which team they wish to be considered in and give clear, significant reason for not attending.

(d) If a player is planning to attend the rep trails and is caught in extenuating emergency circumstances on the way to the trials, then an email to the secretary or rep convenor after the trails will be considered. This email must outline the team the player is wishing to be considered for and the circumstances that prevented attendance and prior notification of non attendnce. This option is only to be used as a last resort and if no other option for attending or contact the secretary or rep convenor are available.

Selection Criteria

(e) All players nominating for selection (including those unable to attend that have 
advised the CCJHA) are to be given equal and fair consideration based on the following criteria.



-     Age Appropriate

                                    -     Skill Level

(f) The decision in relation to skill level/age appropriateness will be discussed by the Selection Committee and past to the Executive for final ratification. 

13.  THE FINALS’ SERIES

Any club who is declared un-financial on the last week of the regular season’s games will not be eligible to play any teams in the finals series. In this situation the next eligible team will be elevated to that club’s position.

(a)
In the event of teams being equal on points at the close of the Competition games, the following shall apply:

(i)
Minor Premiers and Semi-Finals positions shall be decided by goal averages.  Goal averages to be determined by goals for minus goals against divided by the number of games played.

(ii)
Should goal averages be equal, a game between the relevant teams shall take place at a time as set down by the Fixtures Convenor.

(b)
In the event of grounds being unplayable during the Finals’ Series, the Executive shall enact Section 2(e) of the By-laws hereof.

(c)
In the event games are not able to be deferred or played on the deferred day:

(i)
In semi-finals the team in fourth position drops out, the team in first position proceeds to the Grand Final and the teams in second and third position proceed to the Final.

(ii)
In the preliminary Final, the team highest rated on the points score proceeds to the Grand Final.

(iii)
In the Grand Final, the Executive committee shall make a decision concerning the playing of the game.

(d)
The method of playing semi finals and games resulting from the semi-finals shall be:


(i)
1st team plays 2nd team ……….. winner to Grand Final, loser to Final


(ii)
3rd team plays 4th team ……….. winner to Final, loser out


(iii)
Final ………………………….. winner to Grand Final, loser out


(iv)
Grand Final …………………... winner is Major Premiers, loser is Runner up.

(e)
The umpiring for the Semi-Finals, Finals and Grand Finals, where possible shall be the most suitably qualified senior and/or junior umpires as selected by the Umpire’s Convenor and approved by the Executive.  

(f)
Duration of Semi-Finals, Finals and Grand Finals in all grades shall be determined by the Executive Committee prior to the commencement of the Semi-Finals.  

(g)
There will be no stoppage of time for injuries during Semi-Finals, Finals and Grand Finals with the exception that time will be stopped where a goalkeeper needs to be replaced following a suspension or for injury.  Time will be called back on when the substitute goalkeeper is ready to commence play.  Any stoppage in play must be ratified by the CCJHA Executives.

(h)
In the event of a draw at full time in any semi-final or final, a further ten minutes each way shall be played.  This is not a period of “sudden death” or “golden goal”.  Normal substitution rules apply.

(i)
During Semi Finals and the Final, if after the completion of the extra time the score is still level, the team with the higher points score/position from the preliminary competition will move forward into the next round.

(j)
In the event of a draw at full time in a Grand Final, the following will apply:

(i) For the Under 11s competition, a further ten minutes each way shall be played.  This is not a period of “golden goal”.  Normal substitution rules apply.  If teams are still equal after extra time, Joint Premiers will be declared.

(ii) For the Under 13s competition, a further ten minutes each way shall be played.  This is not a period of “golden goal”.  Normal substitution rules apply.  If teams are still equal after extra time, Joint Premiers will be declared.

(iii) For the Under 15s competition, a further ten minutes one way shall be played.  This is not a period of “golden goal”.  If teams are still equal after this period, a further ten minutes the alternate way shall be played.  This is a period of “golden goal”.  If a team scores a goal during this period, the game is declared over and that team is declared Premiers.  Normal substitution rules apply.  If teams are still equal after this period of extra time, Joint Premiers will be declared.  

(iv) For the Under 17s competition, a further ten minutes one way shall be played.  This is not a period of “golden goal”.  If teams are still equal after this period, a further ten minutes the alternate way shall be played.  This is a period of “golden goal”.  If a team scores a goal during this period, the game is declared over and that team is declared Premiers.  Normal substitution rules apply.  If teams are still equal after this period of extra time, a Penalty Stroke shoot-out shall take place.  Five different players from each team will take one penalty stroke at goal.  The team scoring the most goals will be declared Premiers.  If teams are still equal after Penalty Strokes, Joint Premiers will be declared.

14.  GENERAL

(a)
Each Office Bearer of the Association who is required to provide a report to Meetings of the Association is to provide a written copy of their report at the Meeting.

(b)
The Secretary of the Association shall ensure that an up-to-date copy of its Constitution and By-Laws is kept in the Fixtures Folder located in the Canteen.

(c)
At the start of the season the Association will provide to each Club a list of the responsibilities to be carried out for opening/closing duty.  It is the responsibility of each Club to be aware of when they are rostered for opening/closing duty.   Failure to carry out opening/closing duty will result in a fine of not more than $20.

(d)
Any fine imposed by the Association on a Club must be paid within fourteen days of notice from the Treasurer of the Association of such fine.

(e) Any invoice issued by the Treasurer of the Association to Affiliated Clubs must be paid by the due date on the invoice unless an agreement, approved by the Association, is made with the Treasurer. Failure to pay such invoice by the due date will result in a fine of not more that $50.00.

(f) Rules pertaining to the running of the Indoor Competition and Summer Competition shall be determined and published by the relevant Committee prior to the commencement of such competitions and are independent of the rules listed in these By-Laws.

15. UMPIRES

Umpires will be graded by the Umpiring Convenor and awarded one of the following umpiring badge qualifications in accordance with their level of umpiring.

WHITE BADGE (New Umpires)

Requirements:

· Umpire a minimum of four U/11 games shadowed by an Umpire Coach appointed by the Umpire’s Convenor

· Be able to umpire at an adequate level independently

· Have a general understanding of the rules and how they are applied to different game situations

· Be able to stay in position for a whole game

Outcomes:

· Being able to be paid to Umpire

· Being able to Umpire U/11 games without the supervision of an Umpire Coach but with an experienced co-umpire 

BLUE BADGE

Requirements:

· To have fulfilled the requirements of a White Badge 

· Pass the theory exam set by the Umpires Convenor at a level which is satisfactory

· Have a developed understanding of the rules and how they are applied to different game situations 

Outcomes:

· Being able to Umpire U/11 and U/13 games without the supervision of an Umpire Coach

· Being able to Umpire U/11 games with a less experienced co-umpire 

· Being able to be paid to Umpire

MAROON BADGE

Requirements:

· To have fulfilled the requirements of a Blue Badge

· Pass the theory exam set by the Umpires Convenor at a level which is above average

· Have a highly developed understanding of the rules and how they are applied to different game situations

Outcomes:

· Being able to Umpire U/11, U/13 and U/15 games without the supervision of an Umpire Coach 

· Being able to Umpire U/11 and U/13 games with a less experienced Umpire at the other end.

· Being able to be paid to Umpire

GOLD BADGE

Requirements:

· To have fulfilled the requirements of a Maroon Badge

· Pass the theory exam set by the Umpires Convenor at an outstanding level 

· Have an advanced understanding of the rules and how they are applied to different game situations 

Outcomes: 

· Being able to Umpire all levels of games at a Junior Association level 

· Being able to Umpire Coach developing Umpires

· Being able to be paid to Umpire

For an Umpire to be upgraded they must be assessed by at least two of the three Umpiring Sub-Committee and be seen to fulfill the requirements of the appropriate badge.

 

White Badges only apply to Umpires who are new to umpiring or are deemed by the Umpires Convenor not at a level to be paid to Umpire.

 

Umpire Coaches used to assess Umpires trying to achieve their White Badge must hold a Gold Badge and must be appointed by the Umpires Convenor and approved by the Committee.

Umpires for the Finals series will be allocated once the finals draw is set by the Umpires Convenor and ratified by CCJHA Executives.  Umpires will be from clubs independent of those playing to avoid the perception of bias and based on individual umpiring performances throughout the season proper.  

REPRESENTATIVE UMPIRES

Umpires who are junior players wishing to attend a State Championship or other Representative Carnival on behalf of another Association shall ask for a clearance to do so, from the CCJHA Executive in consultation with the CCJHA Convenor.

16. U/9 NON COMP

· This is a special “LEARN TO PLAY’ grade.

· It will contain a variety of ages, sizes, skills and maturity levels so it is non competitive. Ie. No finals, Grand Finals etc.

· Children should be moved into attacking/ defensive/ left and right positions to develop a variety of skills and to avoid early stereo-typing.

· A coach from each team should be on the field.

· UMPIRES can also act as guides (explaining decisions)

· COACHES should encourage dribbling and pushing, passing, calling, team work, involvement , safety, skills, ENJOYMENT and FUN!!

· Coaches and Umpires should control spectators behaviour

· Spectators at these matches may PRAISE and encourage only and in a suitable manner.

· Any Problems or suggestions should be given to an executive member ASAP.

· This grade is played on a reduced field ¼ or 1/3 size

· Teams are a maximum of 7 a side. (to prevent crowding and for safety reasons)

· Players should be substituted as fairly as possible

· There are no padded goal keepers and no goal circles.

· All basic hockey rules apply but umpires should try to keep the game flowing, however, they will need to blow any obviously dangerous situations immediately.

· Goals can be scored from anywhere in a teams attacking half but no score is kept on the card.

· The ball should be played on the ground.

· Free hits near the goal should be moved 5 yards away

· 16 Yard hits should be taken 5 yards from the back line

· There are no corners or penalty strokes
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